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VSCC Project-gut this two story house  ☺ 

Margaret Banks Story 
 

On Sunday August 28, 2005 Mrs. Margaret Banks age 70, along with her family (Daughter 3 
kids and Grandson) left New Orleans headed to Houston Texas. On their Journey Mrs. Banks 
and her family stop in Baton Rouge upon the Request of her Oldest daughter who was in 
Houston Texas at the time of  hurricane Katrina. She told her mother to stop in Baton Rouge; she 
would have a friend of hers who lived on the out skirts of layette to meet them and to help find a 
place to rest after a 5.5 hour ride, before they continue to Houston, TX. The gentlemen who were 
asked to meet Mrs. Banks had an aunt who lived in Baton Rouge. He was lead to call her and ask 
if she could help them find some type resource available for the night, well the aunt called 
everyone she knew and was unable to locate any help. So gentlemen’s aunt saw it fit to invite 
them to her home and offered them her Guest House that was located next to her home. She said 
no one was there and it was available for their use. Mrs. Banks and the family gladly accepted. 
Their goal was to head out the next morning (Monday) to Texas, but the aunt offered her guest 
home that she called her little house for as long as they needed. So the family accepted the offer 
and stayed in the aunts little house for 11 days. The oldest sister Glida, who was in Houston TX, 
came down to Baton Rouge to be with her family that week. She began to look for an apartment 
for her mother, sister, 3 kids and her son. Becoming successful after viewing two apartments 
complexes they move in an apartment complex called the Holy Family of the Archdiocese, with 
a elementary school located a few blocks down for the kids. Mrs. Banks and her family stayed in 
Baton Rouge for 9months. During this time Mrs. Banks commuted back and forth to New 
Orleans to view her home that suffered 5 to 6 feet of flood waters and roof damage. Mrs. Banks 
and her family lives approximately 2 to 3 miles from Lake Pontchartrain in a two story home that 
was given to her by her mother and father about approximately 44 years ago. Mrs. Banks has 
continued the family legacy by keeping this home a place where family will always be invited 
and never outdoors. Mrs. Banks remembered the first time she was allowed back into the city to 
see her Katrina damaged home. They were so early that they had to wait in a Winn Dixie parking 
lot on Veterans Blvd. until it was time to go in. Mrs. Banks says once they arrived at her home, 
to lie her eyes on the damages was very depressing. But she always knew in her heart that her 
home would be restored with the help and direction of the Lord. During the process of salvaging 
her belonging, while staying in Baton Rouge. She sought her insurance company in effort to but 
in a claim for the damages, to find out that her insurance had cancelled due to missing a payment 
or two during the time frame of relocating due to the hurricane. Mrs. Banks said it slip her mine. 
She did not pursue the matter any further because she felt that she would not win. So she had to 
wait 4 years and counting to receive assistance from Road Home due to misplaced 
documentation and a prolonged process etc. As of February 06 Mrs. Banks daughter (Glida) had 
a new roof put on the house so that her family could return home and live on the second floor. 
Mrs. Banks and family returned home June 06. They had the 1st floor of their home gutted and 
treated for mold remediation. The family has been living in these conditions to date. She is 
presently moving to a temporary location so that we may assist Mrs. Banks in restoring her home 
back to a safe, secured, sanitary living environment again.  
 


